
SOCI 6303 Global Environmental Change and Social Inequalities
SOCI 5341 Special Graduate Topics Sec. 04

Spring 2025

M 6:00-8:50 PM
Classroom Building, Room 303
Instructor: Josiah (Joe) Heyman

Email: jmheyman@utep.edu

Phone: 747-316-1527
Office Hours: by appointment (please email at least one work day in advance)

Instructor Availability:  I am happy to make appointments to meet with you.  The best way to reach me is by email.  Please email at least one work day in advance; I usually do *not* look at my email on weekends.  In any email, please write the subject of your message in the subject line and tell me who you are in the first line of your message.  

Course Requirements:
Weekly Discussion Leader (15%)
The assigned discussion leader will summarize the key topics and illustrative items of evidence from the reading, and provide at least four discussion questions for the seminar.  Assignments will be distributed by Jan. 27.
Weekly Reading Papers (60%)

Each week, in advance of the class, you will write a paper that covers all the assigned readings.  For each book chapter (in complex cases, look at the syllabus for how I cluster book sections; and be sure to include all prefaces, introductions, and conclusions unless otherwise indicated) you will do two things: (1) state in your own words two (or at most three) main points [a main point is a key idea or key theme, as emphasized by the author, plus just the best little bits of information to illustrate or support it]; and (2) discuss in depth at least one key item of information, idea, or line of analysis, and why it is interesting or informative to you. You are then to close the paper with your own reflections on and ideas launched by the readings—this can be supportive or critical, but it should be your own thinking. Do not neglect this section. The paper should be in your own words and should use few or no quotes directly from the readings.  This paper should be approximately 10-12 pages long, but length is less important than content.  It will be graded on your understanding of the key points of the reading based on exactly what you choose to cover and how well you explain and illustrate it.

Papers are due by email at 6 PM the day before the class marked on the syllabus.  Late papers will not be accepted unless you contact me, strongly preferably before class, with a very solid reason; and a pattern of lateness or excuses will be reason for me to fail you in the course.  Citations to readings and page numbers must be complete and plagiarism (see below) will not be tolerated. Any citation system that conveys the complete source to me is appropriate (e.g., Vila p. 57 or Heyman “On U.S.-Mexico Culture” would be acceptable because I know these sources, but if you add a source from outside the course readings, give a complete citation that can be looked up).  I may return student exams or individual answers to be rewritten until I am satisfied that the student merits an A or B. 

Final Project Assignment (25%)
Guidelines will be distributed in class

Attendence and Participation Multiplier
Your grade will be multiplied by a factor between 0 and 1.0 depending on attendance and participation, e.g., if you attend 70% of the time and receive an 80 from papers and the final project, you will receive a 56, or an F, in the course. Attendance will be collected in every class. Two absences are excused (not counted in the participation multiplier); more than two absences will reduce your participation multiplier from 1.0 down to 0. Important: Tardiness or lack of preparation may count as an absence from the class.  Participation is an essential part of the course and an important part of your grade. You must have completed the readings by the due date listed on the syllabus. Participation includes being prepared to answer questions from the professor and fellow students, raising points and questions on your own initiative, being prepared to lead discussion on topics as assigned by the instructor, and working actively with fellow students. By the end of the course, all students who are prepared and interested will get a 1.0 participation multiplier but students who do not participate (who avoid the class, who are not ready when called on, or who participate in a negative way) will be impacted significantly in their grade. Classroom discussion is in English.

Policies:
Late Work
All assignments must be ready by their due date or your grade will go down.  Please submit assignments on time.  Late assignments may be reduced in grade or not accepted at the discretion of the instructor.  Don't risk it!  There are no make-ups; it is better to turn in assignments in advance than late, if you know you will miss a class.

Plagarism and Cheating
Standard practices of academic integrity are required in the course.  All material submitted must be the student’s own work.  Ideas and expressions cited from the work of others must be credited appropriately.  Avoid plagiarism by giving credit where credit is due, using quotation marks when using words directly from another source, and preferably putting things in your own words.  I prefer your own phrasing, even if it is imperfect, to a beautifully phrased statement that is borrowed from some other source.  The course will follow the University of Texas at El Paso’s policies on academic honesty.  These policies can be found at  http://studentaffairs.utep.edu/Default.aspx?tabid=4386
Students with Special Needs
In Section 504 of the Vocational Rehabilitation Act of 1973 and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA) of 1990, if a student needs an accommodation then the Center for Accomodations and Support Services (CASS) located at UTEP needs to be contacted. If you have a condition, which may affect your ability to perform successfully in this course, you are encouraged to discuss this in confidence with the instructor and/or the director of CASS. You may call 915.747.5148 for general information about the American with Disabilities Act (ADA) and the rights that you have as a UTEP student with a disability. You also can visit the CASS website at http://sa.utep.edu/cass/ or the CASS office in Room 106 East Union Building.
Grades:
A = 90% plus

B= 80-89.9%

C = 70-79.9%

D = 60-69.9%

F= 59.9% and below

Texts (all available in the bookstore except readings distributed electronically). Note: books are in order of use in the course. Additional readings are listed in the syllabus and will be distributed by the professor.
Kenneth A. Gould and Tammy L. Lewis, Twenty lessons in environmental sociology, Third Ed. Important Note: we will use the 3rd Edition, which matters in this case. Oxford University Press, 2021. ISBN (paperback): 9780190088514.

Raj Patel and Jason W. Moore, A history of the world in seven cheap things: a guide to capitalism, nature, and the future of the planet. University of California Press, 2018. ISBN (paperback): 978-0520299931.
Susan Paulson and Lisa L. Gezon, eds. Political ecology across spaces, scales, and social groups. Rutgers University Press, 2005. ISBN (paperback): 9780813534787.

Alf Hornborg, Nature, society, and power in the anthropocene: unraveling the money-energy-technology complex. Cambridge University Press. 2019. ISBN (paperback): 9781108454193.
Joan Martínez-Alier, Land, Water, Air and Freedom: The Making of World Movements for Environmental Justice. Edward Elgar, 2023. **Important note: this book is 100% free, open access on-line. https://www.elgaronline.com/monobook-oa/book/9781035312771/9781035312771.xml **
C. J. Alvarez, Border land, border water: a history of construction on the U.S.-Mexico divide. University of Texas Press, 2019. ISBN (paperback, 2022): 978-1477319017
Devon G. Peña, Mexican Americans and the environment: tierra y vida. University of Arizona Press, 2005. ISBN (paperback): 9780816522118.
Also note in syllabus that portions of some books are electronically distributed by the professor.
Please be sure to do all the reading as listed for every week.
COURSE SCHEDULE
Jan. 27
Course overview.  Class held, but no assignment.
Feb. 2, 6 PM. Paper due by email.

Feb. 3 Gould and Lewis, Introduction and Lessons 1-9.
Feb. 9, 6 PM. Paper due by email.

Feb. 10 Gould and Lewis, Lessons 10-20.
Feb. 16, 6 PM. Paper due by email.

Feb. 17 Patel and Moore, whole book (includes Introduction, Conclusion).
Feb. 22, 6 PM. Paper due by email.

Feb. 23 Paulson and Gezon, in this order: chapters 1 (Gezon and Paulson), 2 (Paulson, Gezon, and Watts), 4 (Ferguson and Derman), 9 (Stevens), 8 (Gezon), 10 (Paulson), 3 (Brogden and Greenberg).
March 2, 6 PM. Paper due by email.

March 3 Hornborg, Introduction, chapters 1-9, 13, and Afterword.
March 16, 6 PM. Paper due by email.

March 17 Martínez-Alier (in this order), Preface, Introduction, chapters 24, 20-22, 25-30, and two additional case studies you select.
March 23, 6 PM. Paper due by email.

March 24, Alvarez, Introduction and Chapters 1 & 2; Heyman “Environmental Issues at the U.S.-Mexico Border and the Unequal Territorialization of Value” (distributed by professor)
March 30, 6 PM. Paper due by email.
March 31, Alvarez, Chapters 3-5 and Epilogue; Rosa et al, “A binational social vulnerability index (BSVI) for the San Diego-Tijuana region: mapping trans-boundary exposure to climate change for just and equitable adaptation planning” (distributed by professor).

April 6, 6 PM. Paper due by email.

April 7, Peña (whole book—be sure to include Introduction & Conclusion)
April 14-May 5 Assignments (readings, activities, papers) to be determined.

May 14, Final paper (to be assigned) is due
